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THE   MOVEMENT   OF   THE   JAWS.

Of the two jaws the upper is rigid, being immoveably
connected with the rest of the skull; the lower jaw, on
the contrary, articulates by a moveable joint with the
skull. When, therefore, we speak of moving the jaws,
the lower jaw alone must be understood, the movement
of which causes it to assume different positions in relation
to the skull, and especially to that part which articulates
immoveably with it, namely, the upper jaw.

The movements of the lower jaw are, in common
with the movements of all portions of the bony frame-
work of the body, produced by muscular action. The
kind of movement resulting from this muscular action
is, however, due to the character of the joint in which it
arises ; and it is precisely in this respect that the lower
jaw displays peculiarities which distinguish it greatly
from other joints, and to a great extent decide the share
which the movements of the lower jaw are to take in
speech.

It is to the hinder portion, the ramus, of the lower
jaw that these movements are due. The body, or hori-
zontal portion bearing the teeth, bends upwards at its
posterior extremity in an angle which is little short of
being a right angle. It is this ascending posterior
portion which is called the ramus. The upper border of
the ramus presents two processes, separated from each
other by a deep concavity (the sigmoid notch). The
anterior process (the coronoid process) is pointed, and
serves for muscular attachment; the posterior process
(the condyloid process) is, on the contrary, broad and
round at its upper end, and serves for articulation with
the temporal bone of the skull.

The   round end  (condyle) just mentioned may be